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The International Book Fair 
and Cultural Fest organised by 

Bahrain Keraleeya Samajam and 
DC Books was inaugurated by Dr. 
Shashi Tharoor, former UN Under 
Secretary General and Member of 
Indian Parliament at Segaya BKS 
DJ Hall yesterday.  

Shaikh Khalifa bin Daij Al 
Khalifa, President of HRH Crown 
Prince’s Court, Anand Prakash, 
Second Secretary Indian Embassy, 
P V Radhakrishnan, Ravi Deecee, 
M K Veeramani and other 
dignitaries were present at the 
inaugural function. 

‘Era of Darkness’, written by 

Shashi Tharoor on the British 
empire in India, was released 
at the function.  The ten-day-
long event will feature a book 
fair, cultural fest and children’s 
competition. The fest will also be 
graced by prominent litterateurs 
and renowned personalities like 
Dr. Vandana Siva, writers Dr. K 
S Ravikumar, Manoj Kuroor and 
career guru B.S Warrier.

Seminars, interactive sessions 
and literature workshops will be 
held during the festival. Story 
writing competitions, colouring 
and painting, poem writing and 
book cover designing will be 
conducted for school children.

Current Books, Manorama, 

Mathrubhumi, Sankeerthanam, 
Olive, Penguin, HarperCollins, 
Oxford University Press and 
Random House among others will 
display their books at the Fair. 
DC Books will exhibit books from 
various genres --- stories, poems, 
novels, children’s literature and 
self-help books among others. The 
fair will have titles for bibliophiles 
to choose from a variety of 
categories like fiction, non-fiction, 
novels, short stories, management 
and cookery.  A special section 
has been arranged for children of 
all age groups. A wide range of 
classics, folklores, adventures and 
comics will be displayed in this 
section.

International Book Fair 
and Cultural Fest opened

President of HRH the Crown Prince’s Court Shaikh Khalifa bin Daij Al Khalifa hosted a luncheon reception to Dr Shashi Tharoor, former UN Under Secretary General, Member of Indian 
Parliament and former Minister of State for External Affairs, Government of India, at Trader Vic’s yesterday. Indian Ambassador Alok Kumar Sinha and other community leaders 
attended the reception.

Dr. Shashi Tharoor, former UN Under Secretary General, inaugurating the International Book Fair and Cultural Fest
Shaikh Khalifa bin Daij Al Khalifa unveiling the Malayalam translation 
of the “Era of Darkness” at the Book Fair and Cultural Fest

The audience at the inaugural ceremony
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A book reading session for 
visually challenged kids
DT News Network
Manama 

Bahraini author Lamees 
Alhassar hosted a book 

reading session for a batch of 
visually challenged children 
at the Saudi Bahraini Institute 
for the Blind in Isa Town. She 
narrated a few chapters from 
her coveted children’s classic 
‘A Space Adventure To The 
Green Sun’ in the presence of 
the director of the institute A. 
Wahid Mohammed Alkhayat, 
teachers and members of the 
media.

‘A Space Adventure To 
The Green Sun’ has also been 
translated into Braille for the 
children as an aid to practice 
their English reading skills 
during the summer vacations.

“I believe that books touch 
upon the immense potential all 
human beings have to become 
tremendous catalysts of change 
and positivity,” said Alhassar.

“These kids prove that there 
are no boundaries that define 
greatness, and their willingness 

to learn inspires me,” she said.
The session ended with 

Alkhayat handing Lamees a 

token of appreciation for her 
contribution and commitment 
to giving back to the society.

Alhassar has penned several 
books in genres such as fiction, 
non-fiction, kids’ books, self 

help and more. Some of her 
notable books include ‘The 
Power of Gratitude’,

‘Planet Robani 1’, ‘The 
End of the World’, ‘A Space 
Adventure to the Green Sun’ 
and an array of colouring 
books for adults and children. 

The entire range of her 
books is published and 
available globally on Amazon 
and Barnes and Noble.

Lamees Alhassar 
narrated a few 

chapters from her 
book  ‘A Space 

Adventure To The 
Green Sun’ during 

the reading 
session

visitUAE roadshow held
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Numerous tourism 
and travel companies 

showcased their products and 
services to promote ‘Seven 
Emirates One Destination’ 
at the UAE roadshow held at 
InterContinental Regency, the 
other day.

Business representatives 
from around 18 tourism-
related companies were present 
at the event organised by 
visitUAE.

Mohammed Khamis Al 

Muhairi, Undersecretary 
for Minister of Economy 
and Consultant for Tourism 
Affairs, UAE, said, “Although 
we have organised it in many 
other countries, this is the first 
time we are organising the 
UAE roadshow in Bahrain.”

“The motive of this event 
is to bring all travel agencies 
and airlines under one 
umbrella which is the Ministry 
of Tourism and to brief them 
about the latest developments 
in the tourism industry. We 
believe this will increase the 

visitors from Bahrain and from 
all GCC Countries to UAE 
and will boost the economy. 
GCC contributes for the 70 per 
cent of visitors coming into 
UAE. We need to keep the 
industry informed and also 
the people in the industry 
should travel abroad and meet 
the stakeholders and their 
partners. We will continue to 
promote in Bahrain. We have 
a great number of participants 
here and our expectations have 
been met”, the Undersecretary 
told the DT.    

Mohammed Khamis Al Muhairi, Undersecretary for Minister of Economy and Consultant for 
Tourism Affairs, UAE along with the members of visitUAE

Lamees Alhassar during the reading session with visually challenged children

Condolence meeting
Manama

A condolence meeting will 
be held for Late Shanta 

Ashok Thaker who passed 
awayon Tuesday at the age 

of 58. The meeting will be 
held at the Hindu Temple in 
the T.H.M.C. Auditorium, 
from 05:00pm to 05.30 pm. on 
Thursday. 

Shanta Ashok


