
 

 

 

Character makes 
the person  

 

Posted on 17-Jan-2017 

Amongst the most beautiful phenomena of our world is the way parents nurture their 

children to the best of their ability, expecting nothing in return except that their offspring 

live far better lives than they themselves did. To this end they will do their utmost to not 

only provide them whatever they need in their growing up years but also try and instill the 

right values in them, so that they find every opportunity to rise and shine in their lives. 

Unfortunately however, every so often the children belie their parents’ high expectations 

and things don’t really turn out the way they had expected.  Why does this happen? This 

happens because parents naively feel that since they have done their duties to the best 

of their abilities in so far as providing for their children and inculcating the right values in 

them are concerned, everything will fall into place. Besides they have great faith in 

genetics, in that they assume that their children will automatically inherit all their virtues! 

The truth alas is something quite different. Children are individuals first and foremost, and 

no matter how well intentioned their parents might be, there is no guarantee that they will 

turn out to be the kind of individuals their parents fondly expect them to be. What they 

grow up to be depends upon how they process the inputs their parents provide them. 

It is possible that a child might find the hard working ethic of a parent foolish and may 

develop their own game-plan for growth. On the other hand even the child of a far from 
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perfect parent might choose to be inspired by some trait of their parent that they find 

worthy of emulation and use that inspiration to positively shape their character. Say 

somebody’s father is a short tempered individual, yet has a heart of gold. Now his small 

son may choose to get inspired by his father’s positive trait and not his negative trait and 

may grow up to be a kind hearted person, always willing to help others. 

On the other hand the son of a very successful banker might fail to notice the hard work 

that his father puts in everyday to provide his family with a wonderful life and instead 

choose to resent him for his disciplinarian ways.  The chances are that he may grow up 

to be a bitter and complaining individual. The sad part in all this is that often when parents 

see that their children don’t quite shape up the way they thought they would, they start 

blaming themselves for it. This is especially true in today’s times with the children having 

a huge sense of entitlement and easily going into a sulk, if things don’t quite go that way. 

“Oh, I must have not quite understood what my little one was trying to convey?” or “My 

daughter is a teenager and it is her hormones that make her misbehave so often.”  All of 

this is fine, buy the bottomline is that the children have to eventually assume responsibility 

for their actions and not lay all the blame in the world at their parents’ door. This process 

is called growing up and all children have to undergo it. Their parents can only provide 

them with the tools required to deal with one’s issues in life, but the final decisions have 

to be one’s own.  

Parents in that sense are like a swimming coach. They can teach you the various strokes 

to help you stay afloat, give all the practice you want, even pull you out of water initially, 

but eventually it is you who have to take the plunge and manage to not only stay afloat, 

but get ahead as well. So it is with parents who can only provide good advice; the final 

forming of a person’s character lies in their own hands. 

We see examples of this all around. Children of doctor parents who are not able to make 

the cut in the medical profession, two children of the same set of parents performing very 

differently in school and the child of very ordinary parents shining as a sports superstar. 

What this emphatically shows us is that it is not so much what the parents do, but what 

the children make of the opportunities provided to them. 



This is not to make a case that parents leave children to their own devices or that children 

provided better care will not be at an advantage, but to instill a sense of realism and an 

understanding of the fact that despite best intentions, parents can help their children to 

only a limited extent.  At the end of the day, it is their life and they are the ones who have 

to assume charge of it. 

More than the skills that parents equip us with to deal with life; it is the choices that we 

make that will determine what shape our life is going to take. Making the choice that best 

suits one cannot be made by our parents. We have to do it ourselves. We may stumble, 

make mistakes, but eventually we will learn to live life on our terms. That is what our 

parents expect of us and that is what we will expect of our children. 

We can never of course repay the debt that we owe our parents. They are the ones who 

brought us into this world and looked after us till we were capable of doing so 

ourselves.  But it is the law of nature that the old order will change and yield to the new. 

If that were not the case, the world would cease to exist. Our parents have run a fine race 

and passed on the baton to us, it is time we held on to it, till it is time to pass it on to our 

children 

It is up to the person receiving the baton, that they be ready to run the race, for their 

parents have done their bit. It is their time to do the running now. 
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