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Life is what we make of it. If we are committed to making a huge success of it, we will. 

On the other hand if we imagine that nothing good will ever happen in our lives, that is 

exactly what will transpire. Truly the difference between success and failure is decided by 

what we actually desire. How can anyone desire failure you might ask? 
 

 Well if every action you take is not primed to take you a step closer to success; it will take 

you a step closer to failure. If this is not purposely choosing failure, then what is? Imagine 

a scenario where two people have just fallen off an airplane and are hurtling towards the 

earth. They are both aware that they are wearing parachutes and know how to operate 

them, yet only one of them does so! This is exactly what happens in life. We all have been 

provided with the same faculties to get ahead in life, yet some of us don’t choose to make 

use of those. What is this if not deliberate? It may not appear to be deliberate for we 

blame fate, circumstances or any other factor for our inaction. But the fact of the matter 

is that if circumstances are adverse, we should have a greater incentive to work on 

improving one’s lot than someone whose circumstances are more fortuitous. In order for 

us to achieve any measure of success in life we need to put in the requisite amount of 

hard work. The harder we work, the better the output.  
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We could also choose to work very hard in descending into a vortex of negativity, criticism, 

depression and recrimination. What that would do would be to equally efficiently take us 

away from success and towards catastrophic failure. Nobody ever says that life is ever 

easy, but like the old adage says, “When the going gets tough, the tough get going.” A 

worthy corollary to that is, “Tough times don’t last, tough people do.”  
 

It is important that we inculcate the value of hardwork and rectitude as a pathway to 

success rather than using shortcuts and underhand tactics. The latter might even yield 

short tern benefits, but these are going to be short lived, for eventually one will be found 

out and ousted. Those who achieve success through fair and proper means get to keep 

the fruits of their success and their glory is long lived.  

 

If you analyze the path chosen by highly successful men and women you will find that 

these were people who were not only hard working, but also had the courage of their 

convictions. Once they set their minds on achieving a certain goal, they would stay the 

course till they achieved their objective. 

 

 So it is important that one continues to be vigilant and always keeps one’s objectives in 

life in clear focus. Instead of getting involved any activities that sap one of one’s vitality 

and puts us on a non productive path, one should expend all of one’s energies in 

achieving our clearly stated and remembered goals. In the ultimate analysis, nothing 

succeeds like success and the more we invest in achieving it, the greater will be the 

rewards. The human brain to responds positively to positive affirmative action and with 

practice gets better and better in taking one closer to one’s life goals. On the other hand 

should one embark on a path of negativity, the brain will just as efficiently help us achieve 

our downfall. As you sow, so shall you reap. We have all been more or less equally well 

endowed to go ahead and make what we will of our lives. If we are smart we will make 

the right choice and go ahead and achieve what our heart truly wants us to. On the 

contrary if we are predestined to fail or create circumstances that make us so inclined, 

we only have ourselves to blame for it.  

 

We see examples of this phenomenon all around us amongst our relatives, close friends 

and colleagues. To quote Shakespeare, “There is a tide in the affairs of men, which taken 



at the flood, leads on to fortune. Omitted, all the voyage of their life is bound in shallows 

and in miseries. On such a full sea are we now afloat. And we must take the current when 

it serves, or lose our ventures.” Our life beckons us to embark on a glorious journey. It is 

our choice to grab the opportunity with both hands or totally squander it. 
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